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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (}F KNOWN} PHYS!CAL APPEARANCE
Burke's Garden Central Church and Cemetery are situatad along the low ridge which forms
the spine of Burke's Garden, a natural bowl five miles wide by ten miles long atop Garden
Mountain in eastern Tazewell County. The present church building, erected in 1875, jis
a plain rectangular frame building, two bays long, with a steep gable roof. The entrance
door is in the center of the gable end and is flanked by twe small windows which, like the
large long-wall windows, are glazed with 6/6 sash.

_ The principal interest of the site lies in the cemetery, which contains a collection
of Germanic gravestones. A small group of such cemeteries marks the German settlements of
Wythe County and their offshoots in Bland and Tazewell counties. The connection of Central
Church to the others is a tangible one. The style of the stones indicates they were carved
by the same individual who executed the stones at Sharon Lutheran Church in Bland County
and at the Zion and Kimberling churches in Wythe County, as well as a few of the stones at
the mothexr church of the group, St. John's Lutheran in Wytheville. While St. John's
cemetery is dominated by the work of a more skilled carver, Laurence Krone, the church
building there resembles the structure built twenty years later at Burke's Garden Central
Church.

The early stones at Central Church are of several types. One group resembles early
19th-century stones in other areas. These are plain slabs with square shoulders and a
central semi-circular projection on the top. They have inscriptions on one side and no
decoration of any sort. An example is the William P. Ritter stone of 1833. & variation
of these consists of stones also with inscriptions on one side but with fancifully shaped
tops. Trom the surviving lettering, these variations seem to be about the same age as the
rest of the group.

2 sscond body consists of stones with Germanic designs but with shapes similar to
the first group of stones. These thick monuments are square shouldered with ceutral top
elemznts which are larcer segments of circles. These three-quarter circles are reeded on
the edges and are typically embellished on one side with sunflowers and on the other with
six~-pointed flowers attached to vinass which extend to the bottom of the stone. Other
Germanic stones have semi-circular upper portions, and still others have smaller three-
gquarter-circle finials on either side of the central element., Four- and six-pointed stars,
pinwheels, hearts, and sunflowers are the predominant decorative elements, but geometriczal
designs are also found. On the sides of several stones are plain rectangular shapes with
three-quarter circles of the same diameter on the top. This anthropomorphic motif is
reproduced in the shape of the sole surviving wooden marker. In addition to thelr decora-
tion and soft sandstone medium, the German stones are linked by, and set off from the non-
Germanic stones by, their thickness, the habit of decorating them on both sides and often
on the edges as well, and the variety of fanciful shapes employed.

The wooden marker is one of a group of homemade markers, the remainder of which are
unlettered, unshaped rocks. There are a few notable late 19th-century stones in the
cemetery. The most striking may be the George Gose obelisk (1889), which is set among
the Germanic markers and which is decorated with nen-Grec- elements.

Worthy of final mention are two markers (a third may have been broken off)
commemorating the children of D. G. Heninger. The two headstones are, in size, proportion,
and thickness, not unlike commercial markers of the period. They have gabled tops with
decorations in the tympanums and lettering on the body of the stone. These markers, however,
were homemade of cast concrete and crudely hand-lettered. The decoration was made by

(See Conintuation Sheet #1)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Eastern Tazewell County represents the furthest settlement of the Germans who came to
far Southwest Virginia.in the late 18th century. The Central Church and cemetery at Burke's
Garden in Tazewell symbolizes this outpost of settlement. Located in a picturesque bowl-
like valley atop Garden Mountain, the Central Church cemetery contains a collection of
rare sandstone Germanic grave markexs whose decoration and forms betray their connections
to the related wWythe and Bland county settlements., These stones, most of which were
carved in the 1820s and 1830z, appear to have been ecut by the same unknown craftsman who
made wost of the stones at Zion and Kimberling churches in Wythe County and at Sharon
Church in Bland County.

The history of Central Church and cemetery is shaxed by several denominations. The

earliest burial was in 1827, and from its earliest days the cemetery has been an
interdenominational or union one. When the Central Church Lutheran congregation erected
its first building in the 1820s, it was apparently constructed in conjunction with other
denominations. When the present building was erected in 1875, it continued to serve as
a union church. However, the Lutherans alone have worshipped here in modern times.

The Central Church Lutheran congregation is considered the mother church of Tazewell
County Lutherans. 1In 1828 the group applied for pastoral services from the Synod of East
Tennessec. David Forester and Nehemiah Bonham were the first pastors. Bonham was succeeaded
in 1841 by J. J. Greever, who served until 1877. Since 1843, the church has been under the

jurisdiction of the Synod of Western Virginia.
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7. DESCRIPTION

impressing a butter mold into the wet material. The children whose graves they mark
died in the mid-1890s, but each stone bears the legend "S. G. Heninger Inventoxr of
These Stones Made This January 18, 1915." They bear witrness to the survival of tradi-
tions of handcraftsmanship in the area despite the early 20th-century predominance of
commercial stones in standardized designs. BAs such, they are related to the local
Germanic stones installed in the cemetery 90 years earlier.

DTU

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION:

The register boundaries coincide on the north, east aznd south with the cemetery
: bounds as delineated on the U.5.G.S5. 7.5' quadrangle for Garden Mountain, Virginia.
F The western boundary follows the east side of State Routs 623 and joins the western
extensions to that route of the north and south boundary lines.

9. MAJOR BIBLIQGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Wust, Klaus. Folk Art in Stone. Edinburg, Va., 1970.
The Virginia Germans. Charlottesville, Va., 1969.

GPO 837 455

e e e




Saial

sd VIAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Caswall C. W.; Finek, W. J.; and Henkel, E. O. History of the Lutheran Church in Virginia and
East Tennessee, Strasburg, Va., 1930.

"Directory of Burke's Garden Central Church Cemete:y." MS in Virginia Historic rLandmarks
Commission Archives, n.d. {(Mimeographed.) :

Eisenberqg, W. E., The Lutheran Church'iﬂ_virginia, 1712~1962. Roancke, Va., 1967.

Hoge, Louise. "Burke's Garden Cemetery Recognized as Unique,” Clinch Valley News, 9 August

- 1978, (See Continuation Sheet #1)
FlIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 2% acres .

QUADRANGLE NAME Garden Mountain, Virginia QUADRANGLE scaLe 1 $24000

UTM REFERENCES

Ay bbholaod laladg4d 1 P I I P P I P I T |

ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE  EASTING NO HTH!NG

CL_)__][[: Lol L e . Dl_l_lllll !Li! Lo d
ilJf[;LlLl‘illtI, FI__L_IIIiIliJllll'IL_I
PLlabaod bolaoby o HI_I_JllillJ__l‘[iI!-llljl

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTIONBaginning at a point on E side ol State Route 623 25007 &8 of
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